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before such people," and immediately gave notice of
appeal.
As soon as the news was published there was wide-
spread dissatisfaction with the verdict. In France, and
indeed throughout the world it was felt that the
" Grand Frenchman " might have been spared this final
ignominy. Hundreds of letters and telegrams expres-
sing sympathy poured into La Chesnaye; but merci-
fully the principal figure was oblivious to all that was
going on. In an interview given to a representative
of the Figaro Mme. de Lesseps said:
" Well, I prefer this result. It is a fitting climax
that both father and son should be condemned, and the
very enormity of such a scandal will better protect our
honour than less thorough-going injustice. I have no
need of consolation, for I have reached the end of my
Calvary. Nevertheless, there is one thing above all
that I cannot forgive them; it is that, before striking
at such a man, they should have waited until physical
infirmity rendered it impossible for him to defend him-
self. It is better, however, that M. de Lesseps should
not be in a condition to realise the frightful blow that
has fallen upon him. I have still enough faith left to
hope, and this is the supreme consolation that God has
left to me. Yet when I think of Ferdinand de Lesseps
being in gaol, I really ask myself whether I must not
be dreaming. The slur which this sentence seeks to
cast upon our name will, however, fail to affect us,
for no-one will doubt the good faith of Ferdinand de
Lesseps."
In brief moments of consciousness De Lesseps had
several times asked for his son, whom with the querul-